Understanding Reading
and Reading Challenges

Reading is the foundation of success

in school and life . . .

Most school’s reading curriculum focuses on the “Five Big Ideas in Reading Instruction”
identified by the National Reading Panel as essential to reading instruction.

Five Big Ideas \
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Resources for families of children with disabilities.



What if | have concerns for
my child’s reading?

+ Make an appointment to
speak with your child’s
teacher. Ask questions
such as: Do you think my
child is having trouble
reading? In what specific

What is a Learning
Disability?

A learning disability is a neurologically
based processing problem that can
interfere with learning in 8 key areas:

Oral Expression

Listening Comprehension
Written Expression

Basic Reading

Reading Fluency

Reading Comprehension
Math Calculations

Math Problem Solving

¥




What if | have been told my

child has Dyslexia?

"o
reading and language-based processing skills. It can

affect reading fluency, decoding, reading
comprehension, recall, writing, spelling and

yslexia is a specific learning disability that affects

sometimes speech.

~

Most South Dakota school districts follow the
federal IDEA regulations and state guidelines.
This requires districts to identify reading
disorders as a Specific Learning Disability
(SLD). Dyslexia falls under the umbrella of a
SLD as a reading disorder.

*IDEA Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

What if | have concerns for
how things are going at
school?

Ask your school team to explain the
relationship between your concern for
Dyslexia and the team’s determination of a
SLD in Reading.

Review progress—Ask if your child is making
progress in classes and on the goals on the
IEP, if one has been developed.

If progress is not being made, ask the school
team to explain strategies and instruction
that will be used to promote progress moving
forward.

Refer to the resources on the back for
more for information on SLD and
Dyslexia and ways you can work

with your child at home.




Who To Talk To If | Have More
Questions

South Dakota Parent Connection

800-640-4553

www.sdparent.org

¢ What Every Parent Should Know About Special Education in South Dakota

¢ Dare to Dialogue

¢ Parent Brief-What Parents Should Know About Supporting Students Through 504
and Health Plans

SD Department of Education
605-773-3678
https://doe.sd.gov/sped/

South Dakota Statewide Family Engagement Center
605-484-3401
https://sdsfec.org/

Understood
www.understood.org

Reading Rockets
https://sdsfec.org/link/brief-readingrocketstips

A Parent’s Guide to Comprehension Strategies
https://sdsfec.org/brief-parentliteracybrochure

ADHD and Reading Comprehension: 11 Every -Night
Ways to Build Stronger Reading Skills
https://www.additudemag.com/adhd-reading-comprehension/

Simple Reading Strategies for Parents to Use at Home
https://teachachildtoread.net/reading-strategies-for-parents/

9 Strategies for Summer Reading for Parents
https://sdsfec.org/brief-strategies-for-summer-reading
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Recources for families of children with disabilities
Growing learners cradle to career

West River Foundation, SD Statewide Family Engagement Center Grant. Program financed with federal funds and local matching funds.
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